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World War I: Indian Units’ Movement Path nirTian nimnqs nn'nY 91950n :n11wNIN Y'nNIn

The Action around Makhadet Abu-Naj - September 23, 1918

During World War | (1914-1918), over 150,000 Indian soldiers took part in
military action in the Middle East - in Sinai, the Holy Land and Syria. Indian
cavalry, infantry, artillery, engineering and medical units were part of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) and by the time the EEF launched its
final offensive against the Ottomans in 1918, the majority of its strength
comprised Indian soldiers. More than 74,000 Indian soldiers laid down their
lives during World War [, including over 4,000 in this region. In Israel,
memorials to Indian soldiers exist at Haifa, Jerusalem and Ramle.

In the afternoon hours of September 20, 1918, EEF’s 4th Cavalry Division completed
an advance of over 110 kilometers in just 34 hours, from the Sharon to Beisan
(Beit She'an), thereby, closing the trap the EEF set for the Ottomans around
Samaria. However, aerial reconnaissance disclosed that some Ottoman forces
found a gap south of Beisan and were crossing the Jordan River eastwards.
Early on September 23, the Division’s 11 Mounted Brigade was sent there. The two
Indian regiments of the Brigade advanced south, along the river - the 36 Jacob's Horse
(Scinde Horse) on the east bank and the 29 Lancers (Deccan Horse) on the west.
They encountered stiff resistance from a strong rearguard that protected the
crossing at Makhadet Abu-Naj. Fierce fighting lasted for a few hours, ending
with the destruction of the rearguard and the capture of over 4,000 prisoners.

India Trail in the Holy Land

The India Trail in the Holy Land project commemorates the 75th anniversary
of India’s independence and honors the Indian military units which
participated in World War | in this region. These units from the
Indian-British Army played a vital role in the decisive victory achieved in
this campaign. The Indian units fought in dozens of actions of which six
were chosen to commemorate India’s contribution to the military campaign
in the Holy Land: Junction Station, Nebi Samwil (Samuel), Sharon (Tabsor),
Birket El Fuleh, Haifa and Makhadet Abu-Naj (Jordan River crossing).

Risaldar Badlu Singh - Victoria Cross recipient

e |ndian units actions in 1917

Indian units actions in early 1918

Indian infantry actions -
Megiddo Offensive, September 1918

Indian cavalry actions -
Megiddo Offensive, September 1918
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Ottoman prisoners from Makhadet Abu-Naj at the Vale of Jezreel
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