World War I: Indian Units’ Movement Path

The Battle of Sharon - September 19-20, 1918

During World War | (1914-1918), over 150,000 Indian soldiers took part in
military action in the Middle East - in Sinai, the Holy Land and Syria. Indian
cavalry, infantry, artillery, engineering and medical units were part of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) and by the time the EEF launched its
final offensive against the Ottomans in 1918, the majority of its strength
comprised Indian soldiers. More than 74,000 Indian soldiers laid down their
lives during World War [, including over 4,000 in this region. In Israel,
memorials to Indian soldiers exist at Haifa, Jerusalem and Ramle.

During 1918, the Ottomans and their allies established a formidable
fortification system across the Sharon, centered on Tabsor (Khirbet Azzun),
where we stand. On September 19, 1918, the EEF launched a decisive offensive
on the Ottomans, later named 'The Battles of Megiddo'. After a short and
Intense bombardment, five infantry divisions, which included about forty
Indian battalions, stormed the Ottoman lines. After clearing the Sharon from
the Ottoman defenders, thereby allowing for the northern advance of the EEF's
mounted forces, they wheeled eastwards, forcing the Ottoman forces into the
Samaria mountains. The Tabsor defences and village were attacked at the first
stage of the advance and were captured by two battalions comprising

Indian soldiers from the 234 Brigade which belonged to EEF’s 75th Division.

India Trail in the Holy Land

The India Trail in the Holy Land project commemorates the 75th anniversary
of India’s independence and honors the Indian military units which
participated in World War | in this region. These units from the
Indian-British Army played a vital role in the decisive victory achieved in
this campaign. The Indian units fought in dozens of actions of which six
were chosen to commemorate India’s contribution to the military campaign
in the Holy Land: Junction Station, Nebi Samwil (Samuel), Sharon (Tabsor),
Birket El Fuleh, Haifa and Makhadet Abu-Naj (Jordan River crossing).

e |ndian units actions in 1917

Indian units actions in early 1918

Indian infantry actions -
Megiddo Offensive, September 1918

Indian cavalry actions -
Megiddo Offensive, September 1918
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Indian troops collecting water from wells in Samaria after the Battle of Sharon

By James McBey

Indian soldiers from 123 Qutram’s Rifles

INDIA TRAILIN THE HOLY LAND BJTIpJaA N INXAITIN 1'N)
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MUKICIFALITY OF RAANANA




